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The light of the sea is always pro- 
duced by living animals, and most 
frequently by the presence of the 
medusa 'scintillans. When great 
numbers of this species approach 
the surface, they sometimes coalesce 
together, and cause that snowy or 
milky appearance of the sea, which 
is so alarming to navigators. These 
animals, when congregated on the 
surface of the water, can produce a 
flash of light, somewhat like an e- 
lectric coruscation. When the lu^ 
minous medusa? are very numerous 
as frequently happens in confined 
bays, they form a considerable por- 
tion of the mass of the sea, at which 
times they render the water heavier, 
and more nauseous to the tas ; e; it is 
therefore aclviseable to always strain 
sea-water before it is drunk. 

The luminous property does not 
appear to have any connection with 
the ecoii' tnV of the animals that 
possess it, except in the llyirlg in- 
sects, which bv that means discover 
each other at night, for the purpose 
of sexual coti" i ess. 



New Method of upph/imr the Filtering 
Stone jor purifying Witters by Mr. 
William Moult, of Bedford-square. 

He objects to the old method of fil- 



tering by putting water into the fil- 
tering stone, because the dirt falls 
to the bottom, and fills up, or chokes 
the pores of the filtering-stone, so 
that the stone requires frequently to 
be cleaned with a brush and sponge, 
to allow the water to pass, after 
which the water passes through the 
stone in a muddy state for two or 
three days; it likewise requires to 
be frequently filled, and as it empties 
less water, comes in contact with 
the stotte, and therefore a smaller 
quantity, in such a state, can only 
pass through". Likewise a filtering 
stone used in the common way sbon 
becomes useless, from the fifth in- 
sinuating itself into the internal pSrts 
of the stone, out of the reach of t\.H 
brush. 

Jh the method he proposes and 
practices, the filteriitg-stofie is placed 
within the water to be purified, 
which presses upon the outside of 
the filter, and the stone does not 
require to be supported in a frame 
as it needs only to' stand within the 
water-cistern ; it will thus filter, in 
all equal time, double the quantity 
of waier procured in the common 1 
mode; it fills itself; and requites no 
cleaning. He has upon this plati 
used one for more than three yeati 
with great success; 
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AGRlCUtTORB. 

^"REATISE on Rural Affairs ; illus- 
trated with various plates on Hus- 
bandry implements ; by Robert Brown; in 
2 vols.8vo. £1. 5s. 

The British Farmer's Magazine, or new 
Annals of Agriculture; by John Lawrence. 
No. 1, price 2s. 6'd; 

ARTS ANi) MANUFACTURES. 

The Rudiments of Chemistry, illustrat- 
ed by experiments; by Samuel Parkes, 
price 5s. 

BOTANY AND NATURAL H1STORT. 

An Introduction to the Science si Bo- 



tany, chiefly extracted from the work* 
of Linnaeus ; by the late James Lee — a new- 
Edition, accompanied with a Biographical 
Sketch of his Life. 

Memoirs of the Wernerian Natural 
History Society, for the years 1808-9-10. 
In 1 vol. 8vo. with 15 Engravings ; price 
£\ Is. in boards. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Biograrihie Moderne ; or the Lives of 
remarkable Characters, who have distin- 
guished themselves from the commence 1 - 
ment of the French Revolution to the 
present times ; translated from the French. 



